Hereditary neuropathies in children: the contribution of the new genetics.
Although the prevalence of the hereditary motor and sensory neuropathies in childhood is not clearly established and the age of presentation may overlap the arbitrary boundary between pediatric and adult neurology, the recent explosion of genetic information regarding these conditions has completely altered our understanding and classification of these diseases. The current status of our understanding of the molecular basis of the hereditary neuropathies which might present in childhood is reviewed. The impact of this information on our concepts of the mechanisms operative in the production of the clinical signs and symptoms in these diseases is discussed.